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W e have all seen this frequently used quote from William Shakespeare on many occasions and maybe pondered its meaning in a particular context. In the case I am about to discuss it 
does have a lot of meaning to those of us in the natural resource professions here at Iowa 
State, because if all goes as planned, the College of Agriculture will undergo a name change in the not 
too distant future, to the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources. This change has been 
precipitated by the recognition that the College is much broader than just agriculture, even by your 
most liberal interpretation of the meaning of that word. 
The committee charged with developing the current strategic plan for the College recommended 
that a name change was in order because we are much more than just traditional agriculture. Several 
potential names were put to a faculty vote in a two phased process. The College of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Natural Resources emerged as the majority choice and has now been passed on to the Faculty 
Senate for approval. Those of us on the natural resource side of the house feel very good about this 
choice (no, we did not stuff the ballot box) and are hopeful that the process will be brought to a success-
ful conclusion. However, even though there is strong support in the College for a change, we are not 
out of the woods completely, in that there are some natural resource disciplines in the University that 
lie outside of the College of Agriculture. Geology and meteorology are a couple of examples. Those 
folks may take exception to our exclusive use of the natural resource title and mount a counter attack to 
our proposal. So only time will tell the outcome. 
Independent of the outcome, we feel very good about the role that the Forestry Department has 
played in broadening the perception of the spectrum of activities that go on in the College. So some-
what like an oak sapling we have been standing by, spending our time developing our root system and 
lining up our resources so that when the opportunity to bask in full sunlight arrives we are ready to take 
full advantage of our new situation. Hopefully, our shot at equal billing will not be denied and we can 
become even more visible and enter an exponential phase of growth. Stand by for further develop-
ments. 
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